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The method of training and working efficiency in peach trees
cultivated with a flat trellis in the open field
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The method of training and working efficiency in peach trees
cultivated with a flat trellis in the open field

Shinji OkADA and Nobuatsu MASUDA

Summary

1  To demostrate the training method for peach trees supported on a flat trellis in the open fields, “Kawanakajima Hakuto”
trees prunded to have two, three and four main scaffold limbs were comparatively examined for eight years. It was found
from the results that the trees composed of four main limbs showed the most rapid enlargement of the canopy and that in the
trees the balance of vigor between main and lateral branches was easily controlled as compared with the trees composed of two
or three main scaffold limbs. The improved-H-shape system of training or the H-shaped system of training is recommended as
the training method for peach trees supported on the flat trellis.

2 The working hours per mature tree trained on the flat trellis were shortened more than 40% for disbudding, 20% for fruit
thining and 10% for harvesting in comparison with those per free-standing mature tree trained to an open center. The average
height of the trees trained to the open center was 3m.

3 The work to the trees trained on the flat trellis was safe, because no stepladder was necessary. This training system was
fit for the work by machines such as speed sprayer and power mower, because no dropping branches existed under the flat
trellis.

4  The yield and quality of fruits from trees trained on the flat trellis were high and fully reflected the varietal characteristics.

Keyword : peach trees, open-field culture, flat trellis, traning, working efficiency
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