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The building runs along one edge of a beautiful river valley.
It has been designed with a very simple character so that it
does not dominate the scenery. The only expressive part is,
appropriately, the entrance - which is a tall arch which frames
a view towards the trees on the opposite river bank, and in which
a tall tree-trunk stands as a symbol of the building's union
with nature.

The architecture is 'quiet', but also extremely inventive and
original. And, every part, whether large or small, has been
designed with great care. The onsen baths, and the external
baths, are extraordinarily beautiful spaces.

It is because of the architect's careful, sensitive design, that the
later additions to the building are regrettable. The management is
obviously proud of the building, but an ugly extension to the
shop, messy interior and exterior signs, clumsy furniture, and
unnecessary flowerpots, have all been added in ways which do
not co-ordinate with the calm simplicity of the architecture. But,
although these additions reduce the quality of the building, the
clarity of the architects original vision still remains, and we can
see how he has responded to the location and to the function
with great sensitivity.

Tom Heneghan
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