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Pride and treasure

Shown in this photo is the lidamaru five-story turret at Kumamoto
Castle, most of the stone walls of which collapsed in the 2016
Kumamoto earthquakes.

The gallant figure that drew worldwide attention as a “single stoned
wall” supported only by square stones, demonstrates how outstanding
the stone wall construction skills were 400 years ago.

Restoration of the turret shook the hearts of people living in the region
as a symbol of recovery from the aftermath of the quakes.

Restoration work would not have been possible without the traditional
craftsmanship of wooden architecture techniques, artistic handicraft,
and tool making and materials that support these skills.

This booklet introduces the historical and cultural heritages of
Kumamoto that live up to the present. Every detail contained in this
booklet is Kumamoto’s pride and treasure filled with the lives and
customs of people who have lived on this land; skills created by
accumulating wisdom based on tradition; the abundant sophisticated
handiwork of craftsmen; and thoughts of heirs to this magnificent
heritage which took shape over a long period of time.

It would be our honor to have you stop by and enjoy these sites on your
visit to Kumamoto.
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Culture

Richly blessed with abundant waters and nature,
this land has welcomed humans since the dawn of
time. Before long, kagura (sacred dance and music
dedicated to the gods in prayer for sound health
and a good harvest) and many other forms of
traditional culture began to take root throughout
the prefecture. Another distinctive feature of
Kumamoto is that it is home to numerous cultural
elements favored by samurai.

Forms of culture relished by Kato Kiyomasa who
built the Kumamoto Castle some 400 years ago
and the Hosokawa family who later became
Kumamoto’s feudal lords, as well as other samurai
families at the time and later handed down to the
next generations, are typified by Higo Rokka, Higo
Koryu Tea Ceremony, Yabusame and Nogaku.
Soundly reflected in these cultural activities are an
aesthetic consciousness and spirit found only
within the Japanese people.

Kumamoto will promise you very special and
unforgettable experiences and discoveries.
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Feudal lords beloved by all generations

Kato Kiyomasa

Among many huge successes achieved by

Kato Kiyomasa (1562 - 1611) were the

construction of Kumamoto Castle, flood

prevention work and reclamation by

drainage to develop agriculture in

Kumamoto, and the advancement of

commerce through trading.

Acclaimed for laying the foundation of

what Kumamoto is today, Kiyomasa will :

always be beloved by the local people. o B i IE S B Ee iR
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Hosokawa Tadatoshi

Hosokawa Tadatoshi (1586 - 1641)
governed Kumamoto after the Kato
family. He was an influence to the local
culture in such ways as popularizing the
Higo Koryu Tea Ceremony. Also talented
in martial arts, Tadatoshi is recognized
to have given Japan’s most well known
swordsman “Miyamoto Musashi” the
opportunity to spend the last years of his :
life in Kumamoto. AU A TR A AU AL
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ngO Rokka 6 types of flowers

Higo Rokka is a collective term given to six types of flowers: Higo
camellia, Higo peony, Higo iris, Higo morning glory, Higo
chrysanthemum and Higo camellia sazanqua.

Cultivation of these flowers is said to have started as a part of
refinement and spiritual training of samurai. The traits these flowers
must have in common are, to be single-flowered, to have a beautiful
center and to possess pure colors, all of which literally makes them
symbolic of the pride of samurai itself.

Each of the Higo Rokka flowers is protected by a preservation society;
and its seeds and seedlings are prohibited from being taken out of the
region and are passed on from one generation to the next.
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Suizenji Jojuen
Garden

Suizenji Jojuen is a garden constructed by
Tsunatoshi, the third lord of Kumamoto, and
chosen by Hosokawa Tadatoshi as a site for his
resting place called the tea house. With Aso
underground water gushing out in abundance
at the garden pond, visitors are sure to savor
the magnificent landscape of this Japanese
garden stretching out before their eyes.
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Higo Koryu Tea Ceremony

The Higo Koryu tea ceremony is a way of tea performed in the manner of

the great Japanese tea master “Sen no Rikyu.”

It flourished in Kumamoto through the efforts of Rikyu’s immediate
proteges, the second generation lord Tadaoki and third generation lord
Tadatoshi of the Hosokawa clan, and has since been carefully protected

and carried on by the tea masters here.
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Honmyoji Temple

Honmyoji is a temple built in Osaka by Kato Kiyomasa in 1585
in honor of his father Kiyotada. The temple was relocated to a spot
in Kumamoto Castle after Kiyomasa entered Higo, then once
again relocated to the present location after his death. Kato
Kiyomasa is enshrined at Jochibyo in the main shrine.
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Kumamoto Prefectural
Museum of Art Main Building
This is a general museum covering arts from ancient times to modern days.

Inaddition to the permanent exhibition of traditional artifacts relating to
the Hosokawa family, the museum has an indoor decorated tumulus, by
perceiving such primitive art as the starting point of Japanese modern art.
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Shishifnai (Lion Dance)

Shishimai is popularly performed throughout Japan, featuring a lion

dancing to the sounds of flutes and drums.

Shishimai of Shinmachi located in Chuo-ku, Kumamoto City which is
said to have a history of 400 years, is one of the highlights of the
annual grand festival of Fujisaki Hachimangu. Legend has it that
getting one’s head bitten by a Shishimai lion drives out the evil spirit,

50 you might find yourself chuckling when you come across the
adorable sight of a small child crying, scared by this ritual.
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Nogaku

Nogaku is one of Japan’s representative
performing arts designated as a National
Important Intangible Cultural Property and
registered as a UNESCO Intangible Cultural
Heritage in 2008. Being just as popular in
Kumamoto since the olden days, many Nogaku
actors still come from this land today.
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Yabusame

Yabusame refers to the traditional skills and ritual of shooting arrows while
riding on the back of a galloping horse.

Spectators will cheer at the valiance of the archer and the breathtaking sight of
the horse racing down the track in full gallop. Be sure to catch this amazing
Shinto ritual at the grand festival of Izumi Shrine held in spring and fall.
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Kagura

Kagura is a form of music and dance
dedicated to the Shinto gods, a culture
that has been passed down in Japan from
the ancient times.

There are some 200 different kagura
performances existing in various regions
throughout Kumamoto.
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Owing to its abundance in nature and raw materials, all sorts of traditional handicrafts - craftwork made
from metals, wood, paper and bamboo, as well as pottery, died textiles, folk toys and Japanese musical
instruments - were produced here in Kumamoto.

Living by the ocean, living in the mountains, living among rituals and festivals... countless items of
craftwork closely connected with all aspects of people’s lives were created as the skills and wisdom of
craftsmen became increasingly cultured and refined.

The four types of craftwork, Yamaga lantern, Shodai ware, Amakusa ceramics and last but not least, Higo
Zogan, are all designated by the country as “traditional craftwork” and continue to be sought after by
people in and out of Japan.

Be sure to take the time to see Kumamoto’s pride- and heart-filled craftwork for yourself.
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Come and experience Yamaga Toro
making!

Yamaga Toro Folk Crafts Museum
*Reservation required
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Yamaga Toro (Lantern)

Yamaga lanterns are made without the use of any wood or nails, but only from Washi and paste.

The lantern is incredibly lightweight because each of its component parts is left hollow on the inside.

You will be drawn into a mythical and mesmerizing mood once you see hundreds of women

with gold colored lanterns on their heads dancing the “One Thousand Lantern Dance” at

“Yamaga Toro Festival” that takes place in August of each year. HIEEKTRE AR (HP)
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Shodai Ware

Shodai ware, baked in the northern part of
Kumamoto, is known for a distinctive rustic

and bold style.

Because of its highly artistic quality that
brings out the best of everything it holds, be
it food or flowers, Shodai is popularly used
as daily ware as well.
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Higo Zogan (Inlays)
Higo Zogan is a form of metalwork passed down in Kumamoto since way back in the 17th century. It is told that Higo
Zogan was first made to decorate gun barrels and handguard on swords.
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Its formative beauty clearly manifests the samurai culture with subdued gold and silver decorations on a
deep black background, giving it an air of dignity and profoundness.
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Folk Toys

Many of these toys were traditionally made for children using
readily available materials with the hope that the children
would grow up strong and healthy.

Toys are still made in Kumamoto using color schemes
traditionally found in the area. The highly individual toys
include the Obake no Kinta from Kumamoto City, and the
Kijiuma and Hanatebako from Hitoyoshi City. There are also
many toys that became famous after originally being used as
lucky talismans, such as the Konoha-zaru monkeys from
Gyokuto Town. In Yatsushiro City, there are toys such as the
Okinjo Dolls and Itazumo Dolls. Temari are ball-shaped
ornaments that are loved as playthings for women. It is said
that they were made for the women and girls of samurai
families from the Edo Period. There are also toys like the
Hikoichi Koma, where a raccoon dog figurine can be taken
apart to produce four spinning tops.
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Bl oaran HERITAGE
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Japan Heritage is a recognition program established by the Agency for Cultural Affairs. Selected from
Kumamoto Prefecture as stories that pass on the tradition and culture of Japan, are the Hitoyoshi Kuma
region and Kikuchi River Basin, and, in 2020, Yatsushiro.
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Aoi Aso Shrine Annual Grand Festival and Okunchi Festival

The 700-year history of Sagara:

a drama that lives on in the remote mountains Ji

The Sagara clan reigned over the land of Hitoyoshi Kuma in the mountains in southern Kumamoto as EZK%E’-R:?{W{ ~HP)
feudal lord for a period of some 700 years. AEIRE

Sagara clan was highly respected by its people for involving itself in constructing reputable temples and shrines that served as
icons of common people’s beliefs, while at the same time valuing the old-established cultures such as Shochu making and other
forms of enjoyment of the commoners.

There is no other place like this, where proof of refined culture coming from both conservative and progressive spirits are
concentrated in one single region. It is so much so that even the well known writer Ryotaro Shiba referred to it as “the richest
hidden village in Japan.”
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Rice terraces of the Bansho region

Memories of 2,000 years of rice making
culture along the Kikuchi River Basin

The Kikuchi River originates at the outer rim of Aso crater and flows into the Ariake Sea. EIZ&EE%K;?)‘;J; k (HP)
) 11

Get the feel of the epitome of Japanese rice making by witnessing all around the region, a 2,000

year history of rice making along this 71 km long river basin and the culture nurtured over these years.

You will see rice paddies developed back in the 8th century on the flatlands, and “Haruide (waterway with an overall

length of 11 km)” still actively in use in the mountain area. You will also see the remains of reclamation projects first

started by Kato Kiyomasa along the shoreline.
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Kikuchi River

Kasamatsu Bridge

The Yatsushiro Plain - developed through a history
of reclamation Masonry skills fostered in the area

The Yatsushiro Plain is one of the major agricultural areas in Kumamoto Prefecture. Around two thirds ~ EASSER—SL51 b (HP)
of its area was created by the land reclamation performed since the Edo period. AN

In Yatsushiro, it is possible to extract high-quality "limestone" and "tuff" that was deposited by the volcanic activity of Mt. Aso,
so masonry skills have been fostered in the area since ancient times. The area also played a very active role in the reclamation
project, such as in the cutting, transporting, and processing of stone.

The technology of the area was not limited to land reclamation. It also led to the successful building of spectacle bridges all
around the country from the Edo period to the beginning of the Showa period, and to the growth of a group of engineers with
the highest level spectacle bridge building technology in Japan, which supported the modernization of Japan.
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World Heritage
in Kumamoto

Kumamoto prides itself for being a home to numerous world-class
cultural heritage sites.

the years, and landscapes resulting from th

nature and human beings - all-of these-are inval
only find in Kumamotp==ss = =

We consider.ite: on to hand down to the future generations,
and.-to Spreadto b diinformation on, the treasures that

s

.\ ¥
s R oo e oo
R RO XTI

e A 0 fit Ok % Sakitsu Village -
R I I3 H RS B B O ALIRE in Amakusa AT S

2 % N , . S United Nations - Hidden Christian Sites
BHYET, Still surviving today in Sakitsu Village are Educational, Scientificand - in the Nagasaki Region

Cultural Organization . inscribed on the World

A% DEBDOHTE F R EEDT hidden-Christian worship objects and recorded . Heritage List in 2018

memorabilia unique to this fishing village from the time
when Christianity was banned, including rosaries,
pendants (medals) and other items such as make-believe
BT EDTELZNRTAZOLWN images of Virgin Mary from the patterns created inside
EHTT, abalone shells.
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Miike Coal Mine Manda Pit
and site of former private

railway track

The Mitke Coal Mine Manda Pit was once the largest
coal mine in Japan, bult by combining the best of
technologies back in the Meji period.

The extracted coal was transported to Mitke Port

United Nations -
Educational, Scientificand -
Cultural Organization .
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Sites of Japan’s Meiji Industrial Revolution:
Iron and Steel, Shipbuilding and Coal Mining
inscribed on the World Heritage List in 2015

(Omuta City, Fukuoka Prefecture) by a private railway and supported the development of Japanese industry, including being used as
raw material for the Yahata Steel Works (Kitakyushu City, Fukuoka Prefecture). The peak period for the Miike Coal Mine was the
1900s. It was closed in March 1997, but the shaft tower and relevant facilities and the remains of the private railway track all remain
in the Manda Pit and the area around it, allowing us to know the mining technology of the time and to understand the systems of the
coal industry, from coal mining to transportation. Manda Pit was registered as World Cultural Heritage in July 2015 as the asset
component of “Sites of Japan's Meiji Industrial Revolution: Iron and Steel, Shipbuilding and Coal Mining.”
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Misumi West Port
Misumi West Port is one of the "Three Great
Harbor Construction Projects of the Meiji Period."

Itis amodern port city that combines a port and a
city. It was designed by the Dutch hydraulic
engineer Mulder in 1887 and the masonry work

United Nations
Educational, Scientific and -
Cultural Organization .
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Sites of Japan’s Meiji Industrial Revolution:
Iron and Steel, Shipbuilding and Coal Mining
inscribed on the World Heritage List in 2015

that can be seen on the quays and drainage channels was made by Amakusa stonemasons with techniques that dated back to the
Edo period. Until the building of the Mitke Port (which opened in 1908), some of the coal from Mitke Coal Mine was exported
overseas from Misumi West Port. Of the Three Great Harbor Construction Projects of the Meiji Period, Misumi West Port is the
only one that completely retains its original appearance. Misumi West Port was registered as World Cultural Heritage in July
2015 as the asset component of “Sites of Japan's Meji Industrial Revolution: Iron and Steel, Shipbuilding and Coal Mining.”
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most astonishing sights.

Cultural Landscapes of Aso

The vast grassland maintained by
the human activities of weed
burning, cattle pasturing, and
mowing are landscapes created by
the symbiosis of humans and
nature.
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ASO-Gogaku (the five mountains of Aso)

This is a collective name given to the
group of five peaks lined up on a single
volcanic depression: Neko-Dake,
Taka-Dake, Naka-Dake, Eboshi-Dake and
Kishima-Dake. Viewed from Daikanbo on
the ring of the crater on the north side,
these peaks are also known to resemble a
Nehanzo (reclining Buddha).

The vast caldera with a perimét;gr of some 128 kilometers is one of the world’s rarest and

Ancient people living on the caldera floor formed their own entlrely unigue customs.
Grassland maintained over the years by weed burning, mowing and ccntde-pasturmg isa
- landscape worthy of passingdown for generations to.come; Wwhileitis alsoa
- asseLfor 'contemplatmg the 1mportance of tmlstence of naturennd h‘u'm

Komezuka and Kusasenrigahama

This is a place of scenic beauty with
depressions in the grassland forming
two ponds holding water, and a beautiful
volcano with a rounded conical shape.
The land was shaped by the volcanic

vity of Mt. Aso and it is possible to
see the history of the eruptions of Mt.
Aso, which started 270,000 years ago.
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Aso Shrine

Aso Shrine has a history going back more
than 2,000 years and has long been the

center of worship as the chief Shinto shrine
in Higo Province.

With the Aso volcano placed as Go-shintai
(physical object of worship), Kako-Chinsai is
now held in June in a prayer for the
subsiding of volcanic activity.
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Nakadori Kofungun

This Kofungun is a group of twelve ancient
burial mounds scattered in and around the rice
paddies.

The mounds were built during the 5th and 6th
centuries and are said to be the burial mounds
of the “Aso no Kuni no Miyatsuko” family,
who ruled Aso at the time. They indicate that
there have been human activities and
prosperity in this area from the ancient days.
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Bungo Kaido

This was one of the major routes in Kumamoto
back in the Edo period. It connected the castle
town of Kumamoto to Tsurusaki in Oita City,
and was also used when the Daimyo feudal

rds travelled for their compulsory resi
in Edo every other year. There are still some

ing along a road that has
xisted since the Edo period.
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Kuma Shochu

Shochu making is said to have begun by early 16th century in
Kuma region at the southern end of Kumamoto Prefecture.

Only that made from rice and water from the Hitoyoshi/Kuma
region is entitled to be called Kuma shochu.

27 distilleries still exist in the region, continuing on the traditional
manufacturing process to retain the distinctive flavor. Kuma
shochu is characterized by its rich aroma and full body.
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Premium confectionery - Higo Rokka

These are prime confections made finely from Nerikiri dough and
to the details of each flower by artisan confectioners certified as
first-class technicians. Nerikiri is a traditional skill of making
crafted sweets from sweet white bean paste combined with gyuhi
which is made of glutinous rice.
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Kutami Uchiwa

These traditional fans have been crafted for over 400 years by
pasting Washi over a bamboo framework and coating with
kaki-shibu. Made from juice extracted from unripe persimmons,
kaki-shibu is used to protect the fan from water and increase
durability while also working as an insect repellent. The longer the
fan is used, the more one would feel attached to the shades of
bamboo and Washi that grow deeper and richer over time.
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Mustard Lotus Root

It is said to have first started when the priest of Suizenji came up
with this idea as nourishment to offer to Hosokawa Tadatoshi, the
lord of Kamakura who was invalid and had a poor appetite for food.
The crispness of battered and deep-fried lotus root and the hot and
pungent flavor of mustard makes it a true local favorite of
Kumamoto.
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Tourist Information Center

The Tourist Information Center provides an array of tourist Bl R W
information on Kumamoto City and other parts of the prefecture. HEARTH % D I P ORR & B 2 3R

Get useful local information on sightseeing destinations,
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recommended tourist attractions and lodging in Kumamoto in the ARy 7 BHET 2 BRNEN SRS 1

brochure section or from one of the staff at the information
counter standing by to assist you at all times. One-day passes for
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trams and buses are also sold here. Services are available in B L ATEE S R LD L L EE
English and other foreign languages, and brochures and maps are OIS L THD . A EHE(H 28 0
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available in 4 languages (Japanese. English, Korean and Chinese). Ry 7 Uy b EHEEAELTWET,

D IR 4 A BRI
Sakuranobaba Josaien

Tourist Information Center
TEL: 096-322-5060 Hours:9:00 to 17:30 Close:12/30~12/31
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((‘Fi KUMAMOTO FREE Wi-Fi is a free public

LAN service.
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Kumamoto Station Tourist Information Center
(open 7 days a week)

TEL: 096-327-9500 Hours:9:00 to 17:30

To use KUMAMOTO FREE Wi-Fi:

1.0pen the Wi-Fi settings on your device and select kumamoto-free wifi from the list of

networks (SSID)
2.Launch the browser

3.Complete the user registration on the registration page to get connected to the internet
User registration is required only on the first use for each system.
From the second time around, just select kumamoto-free-wifi on Wi-Fi network (SSID).

FIEAE <KELETU—WiFilEROFIECTHATEET,

1.AR—b 742 2T Ly MET Wi-Fi EERIE XY b7 —7 (SSID) T kumamoto-free-wifi %33R

2750 %R
3BREE C1 - —BRE 2L V2 MM

MO THRIBEEIC AT —BFETVET, AREBIHROHFERHPHETT,
2[E1 B L& Wi-Fi D%y b7 —7% (SSID) Tkumamoto-free-wifi %3%iRT 2 & TEFRELTHRATEXY,




Nakadori Kofungun

hiEh ERE
\ Aso Shrine

Farfkfsat

b Rice terraces
of the

§
Bansho region
\:amaga Toro %FﬁiﬂIZGNHHEﬂg

Folk Crafts Museum
§ iR gtrjlrsc::lawa
Miike Coal Mine Manda Pit A 2555
and site of former private ()
railway track Kikuchi

St - S ARGER | Ravine Aso Area
BED CLEDE,

Kikuchi River
gl e S (Futae No Toge)
¢ BREE(CE

" Aso Kumamoto Den (hall)
Airport FRITARREY
WE<Eb L5

Aso-Gogaku
(Bf o

Misumi West Port J 8 Komezuka and
=AE 3 \ Kusasenrigahama

Yatsushiro Plain . KEROETE, R
Sk ners @13 _
C Kasamatsu Bridge

Amakusa . Former Gunchiku-Shinchi () 2 P
Airport Kogo sluice gate 3
S (8 BRSSP

Amakusa Cultural
Exchange Center
Q REALITMEE

Statue of 11-Faced Kannon
at the Shiroyama Kannon-do
BILEREZED+—HEH S STEER

Kuma River
BREE)|

Sakitsu Village in ¢ G o
Amakusa 2 \ / DDER
REDIE2EE < i T Aoi Aso Shrine

FH AR

Honmyoji
Temple
A3F

Higo Zogan
“MITSUSU
BB SR ER SCBh

Kumamoto Station
Tourist Information
Center

Kumamoto Prefectural
Museum of Art Main Building
REARIR 1751788 (A°88)

Kumamoto Prefectural
Traditional Crafts Center
RERNIRL T =EE

Fujisaki
Hachimangu
IR \[E=

Fujisakigu-Mae
BRIBEHE]

o Kumamoto Castle
Sakuranobaba Josaien Tourist Information Center
WHDEIBHIEE A RN
Kumamoto Castle Hall
REARI R — )V

‘ @ Hanabata Plaza /
Symbol Promenade

TR > RV TOLF—F Suiizenii
IKHIF

Shin-Suizeniji Izumi Shrine
HKRI, HH oK fERAE
Suizenji Jojuen Garden
IKETF AR E
Suiizenji Park

REARBRAE S B EERMAN KEIFAE




