Folk Toys

Many of these toys were traditionally made for children using
readily available materials with the hope that the children
would grow up strong and healthy.

Toys are still made in Kumamoto using color schemes
traditionally found in the area. The highly individual toys
include the Obake no Kinta from Kumamoto City, and the
Kijiuma and Hanatebako from Hitoyoshi City. There are also
many toys that became famous after originally being used as
lucky talismans, such as the Konoha-zaru monkeys from
Gyokuto Town. In Yatsushiro City, there are toys such as the
Okinjo Dolls and Itazumo Dolls. Temari are ball-shaped
ornaments that are loved as playthings for women. It is said
that they were made for the women and girls of samurai
families from the Edo Period. There are also toys like the
Hikoichi Koma, where a raccoon dog figurine can be taken
apart to produce four spinning tops.
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Japan Heritage is a recognition program established by the Agency for Cultural Affairs. Selected from
Kumamoto Prefecture as stories that pass on the tradition and culture of Japan, are the Hitoyoshi Kuma
region and Kikuchi River Basin, and, in 2020, Yatsushiro.
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Aoi Aso Shrine Annual Grand Festival and Okunchi Festival

The 700-year history of Sagara:
a drama that lives on in the remote mountains

The Sagara clan reigned over the land of Hitoyoshi Kuma in the mountains in southern Kumamoto as BAEER—

feudal lord for a period of some 700 years.
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Sagara clan was highly respected by its people for involving itself in constructing reputable temples and shrines that served as
icons of common people’s beliefs, while at the same time valuing the old-established cultures such as Shochu making and other

forms of enjoyment of the commoners.

There is no other place like this, where proof of refined culture coming from both conservative and progressive spirits are
concentrated in one single region. It is so much so that even the well known writer Ryotaro Shiba referred to it as “the richest

hidden village in Japan.”
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Rice terraces of the Bansho region

Memories of 2,000 years of rice making
culture along the Kikuchi River Basin

The Kikuchi River originates at the outer rim of Aso crater and flows into the Ariake Sea. EZSJEE%'\*;,’SU‘E:; K (HP)
) I

Get the feel of the epitome of Japanese rice making by witnessing all around the region, a 2,000

year history of rice making along this 71 km long river basin and the culture nurtured over these years.

You will see rice paddies developed back in the 8th century on the flatlands, and “Haruide (waterway with an overall

length of 11 km)” still actively in use in the mountain area. You will also see the remains of reclamation projects first

started by Kato Kiyomasa along the shoreline.
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Kasamatsu Bridge

The Yatsushiro Plain - developed through a history
of reclamation Masonry skills fostered in the area

The Yatsushiro Plain is one of the major agricultural areas in Kumamoto Prefecture. Around two thirds ~ EASSER—SLY1 b (HP)
of its area was created by the land reclamation performed since the Edo period. AN

In Yatsushiro, it is possible to extract high-quality "limestone" and "tuff" that was deposited by the volcanic activity of Mt. Aso,
so masonry skills have been fostered in the area since ancient times. The area also played a very active role in the reclamation
project, such as in the cutting, transporting, and processing of stone.

The technology of the area was not limited to land reclamation. It also led to the successful building of spectacle bridges all
around the country from the Edo period to the beginning of the Showa period, and to the growth of a group of engineers with
the highest level spectacle bridge building technology in Japan, which supported the modernization of Japan.
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World Heritage
in Kumamoto

Kumamoto prides itself for being a home to numerous world-class
cultural heritage sites.

History and culture developed from the everyday lives of people-ove
the years, and landscapes resulting from the coexiste -
nature and human beings - atl-of-these-ar
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Sakitsu Village
in Amakusa
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Still surviving today in Sakitsu Village are
hidden-Christian worship objects and recorded
memorabilia unique to this fishing village from the time
when Christianity was banned, including rosaries,
pendants (medals) and other items such as make-believe
images of Virgin Mary from the patterns created inside
abalone shells.
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United Nations .
Educational, Scientific and -
Cultural Organization «

. Heritage List in 2018

Hidden Christian Sites
in the Nagasaki Region
inscribed on the World
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*Please contact each association for detailed guidance.
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Miike Coal Mine Manda Pit
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The Mitke Coal Mine Manda Pit was once the largest :
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Cultural Organization . inscribed on the World Heritage List in 2015

The extracted coal was transported to Mitke Port

(Omuta City, Fukuoka Prefecture) by a private railway and supported the development of Japanese industry, including being used as
raw material for the Yahata Steel Works (Kitakyushu City, Fukuoka Prefecture). The peak period for the Miike Coal Mine was the
1900s. It was closed in March 1997, but the shaft tower and relevant facilities and the remains of the private railway track all remain
in the Manda Pit and the area around it, allowing us to know the mining technology of the time and to understand the systems of the
coal industry, from coal mining to transportation. Manda Pit was registered as World Cultural Heritage in July 2015 as the asset
component of “Sites of Japan's Meiji Industrial Revolution: Iron and Steel, Shipbuilding and Coal Mining.”
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Misumi West Port is one of the "Three Great
Harbor Construction Projects of the Meiji Period." :
United Nations . Sites of Japan’s Meiji Industrial Revolution:

Itisa mode]’npo}’t Clty that combines aport anda Educational, Scientificand - Iron and Steel, Shipbuilding and Coal Mining
ley It was deszgned by the Dquh hydraulic Cultural Organization inscribed on the World Heritage List in 2015
engineer Mulder in 1887 and the masonry work

that can be seen on the quays and drainage channels was made by Amakusa stonemasons with techniques that dated back to the
Edo period. Until the building of the Mitke Port (which opened in 1908), some of the coal from Mitke Coal Mine was exported
overseas from Misumi West Port. Of the Three Great Harbor Construction Projects of the Meiji Period, Misumi West Port is the
only one that completely retains its original appearance. Misumi West Port was registered as World Cultural Heritage in July
2015 as the asset component of “Sites of Japan's Meiji Industrial Revolution: Iron and Steel, Shipbuilding and Coal Mining.”
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The vast caldera with a perimét;er of-some 128 kilometers is one of the world’s rarest and

most astonishing sights.

Ancient people living on the caldera ﬂoor formed their own entlrely unigue customs.
Grassland maintained over the years by weed burning, mowing and cat.tle-pasturmg By
landscape worthy of passing.down for generations to.come; Whileitisalsoa .
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Cultural Landscapes of Aso

The vast grassland maintained by
the human activities of weed
burning, cattle pasturing, and
mowing are landscapes created by
the symbiosis of humans and
nature.
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ASO-Gogaku (the five mountains of Aso)

This is a collective name given to the
group of five peaks lined up on a single
volcanic depression: Neko-Dake,
Taka-Dake, Naka-Dake, Eboshi-Dake and
Kishima-Dake. Viewed from Daikanbo on
the ring of the crater on the north side,
these peaks are also known to resemble a
Nehanzo (reclining Buddha).
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This is a place of scenic beauty wit
depressions in the grassland forming
two ponds holding water, and a beautiful
volcano with a rounded conical shape.
The land was shaped by the volcanic

of Mt. Aso and it is possible to
see the t 7 of the eruptions of Mt.
Aso, which started 270,000 years ago.
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Aso Shrine

Aso Shrine has a history going back more
than 2,000 years and has long been the
center of worship as the chief Shinto shrine
in Higo Province.

With the Aso volcano placed as Go-shintai
(physical object of worship), Kako-Chinsai is
now held in June in a prayer for the
subsiding of volcanic activity.
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Nakadori Kofungun

This Kofungun is a group of twelve ancient
burial mounds scattered in and around the rice
paddies.

The mounds were built during the 5th and 6th
centuries and are said to be the burial mounds
of the “Aso no Kuni no Miyatsuko” family,
who ruled Aso at the time. They indicate that
there have been human activities and
prosperity in this area from the ancient days.
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Bungo Kaido

This was one of the major routes in Kumamoto
back in the Edo period. It connected the castle
town of Kumamoto to Tsurt usalu in Oita City,

emsted since the Edo peuod
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Kuma Shochu

Shochu making is said to have begun by early 16th century in
Kuma region at the southern end of Kumamoto Prefecture.

Only that made from rice and water from the Hitoyoshi/Kuma
region is entitled to be called Kuma shochu.

27 distilleries still exist in the region, continuing on the traditional
manufacturing process to retain the distinctive flavor. Kuma
shochu is characterized by its rich aroma and full body.
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Premium confectionery - Higo Rokka

These are prime confections made finely from Nerikiri dough and
to the details of each flower by artisan confectioners certified as
first-class technicians. Nerikiri is a traditional skill of making
crafted sweets from sweet white bean paste combined with gyuhi
which is made of glutinous rice.
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Kutami Uchiwa

These traditional fans have been crafted for over 400 years by
pasting Washi over a bamboo framework and coating with
kaki-shibu. Made from juice extracted from unripe persimmons,
kaki-shibu is used to protect the fan from water and increase
durability while also working as an insect repellent. The longer the
fan is used, the more one would feel attached to the shades of
bamboo and Washi that grow deeper and richer over time.
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Mustard Lotus Root

It is said to have first started when the priest of Suizenji came up
with this idea as nourishment to offer to Hosokawa Tadatoshi, the
lord of Kamakura who was invalid and had a poor appetite for food.
The crispness of battered and deep-fried lotus root and the hot and
pungent flavor of mustard makes it a true local favorite of
Kumamoto.
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Tourist Information Center

The Tourist Information Center provides an array of tourist Bl R W
information on Kumamoto City and other parts of the prefecture. HEARTH & D I R P DRk & B & 3R

Get useful local information on sightseeing destinations,
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recommended tourist attractions and lodging in Kumamoto in the ARy 7 BT 2 BCRAEO 2R S 1

brochure section or from one of the staff at the information
counter standing by to assist you at all times. One-day passes for
trams and buses are also sold here. Services are available in
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English and other foreign languages, and brochures and maps are AL THD . A EHE(H 28 0
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available in 4 languages (Japanese. English, Korean and Chinese). Ry 7 Uy b EHEEAELTWET,
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Sakuranobaba Josaien

Tourist Information Center
TEL: 096-322-5060 Hours:9:00 to 17:30 Close:12/30~12/31
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KUMAMOTOFree

LAN service.
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Kumamoto Station Tourist Information Center
(open 7 days a week)

TEL: 096-327-9500 Hours:9:00 to 17:30

KUMAMOTO FREE Wi-Fi is a free public
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To use KUMAMOTO FREE Wi-Fi:

1.0pen the Wi-Fi settings on your device and select kumamoto-free wifi from the list of

networks (SSID)
2.Launch the browser

3.Complete the user registration on the registration page to get connected to the internet
User registration is required only on the first use for each system.
From the second time around, just select kumamoto-free-wifi on Wi-Fi network (SSID).
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