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2021 KUMAMOTO HIGH SCHOOL
INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION PROGRAM

WELCOME!

We are so excited to have you join us for the 2021 Kumamoto
High School Intercultural Communication program. This virtual
five-day experience will help you develop your academic
English language skills through exploration of cultures,
communication styles, and presentation skills. You will also be
able to improving your conversational English skills through
interaction with American conversation partners.

OVERVIEW

You will be participating in online instruction for three hours a day from gam to 12pm (6pm-gpm in
Montana) using the University of Montana's online learning platform, Moodle. Real time classes
will be held using Zoom and materials will be shared with you on Moodle. You will learn from
experienced teachers from the University of Montana's English Language Institute. The total cost
of the course is $383.50 per student.

ABOUT ELI

The English Language Institute (ELI), founded in 1993, serves
non-native speakers of English who wish to improve their
English language and academic skills in order to

pursue personal, professional, and academic goals at the
University of Montana (UM) or another institution of higher
learning. ELI provides academic year and summer instruction,

as well as short-term English language training programs and
has served students from more than 44 different countries.

ABOUT THE UNIVERSITY OF MONTANA

The University of Montana is a public research universitylocated

in Missoula, Montana. Founded in 1893, the university is the 9

flagship campus of the University of Montana system. Itis a %

major source of research, continuing education, economic q A
development and fine arts, as well as a strengthening Montana's ‘%% %
ties with countries throughout the world. The University of %
Montana is a globally focused public research university that

serves the state, nation, and world through the underlying

values of leadership, engagement, diversity, and sustainability.

2



WHAT TO EXPECT

INTERCULTURAL INFORMATION

You will improve your academic reading and writing skills while
exploring culture. You will compare Japanese and American cultural
communication strategies and norms and will examine the topic of
culutre through English language readings and will practice writing
business emails.

PRESENTATION SKILLS

You will improve your speaking and listening skills while learning how to
create engaging presentations for a variety of audiences, as well as how
to feel more confident as a public speaker. Your final project for class
will be a short research presentation about the topics we have discussed
in class.

CULTURAL ENGAGEMENT

You will get to practice your English language skills, especially
conversation skills, in small group discussions with American
conversation partners. You'll connect with the your conversation
partners through email and video chat in order to practice speaking and
listening in @ more natural context.

LEARNING PLATFORMS

All of these activities will take place virtually through the University of
Montana's online learning system, Moodle, and through Zoom for face-
to-face class sessions and discussions.

PROGRAM SCHEDULE

Saturday, July 17 Monday, August 2 Tuesday, August 3 Wednesday, August 4
* 9:00 - 10:00: Zoom * 9:00-g15 Welcome & = | 556 10110: Class 1 « 9:00-10:10: Class 1
orientation and meet Orientation e 10:10-10:20: Break « 10110-10:20: Break
instructors * 915-10:15: Class 1 « 10:20-11:30: Class 2 « 10:20-11:30: Class 2
* 10115-10:30: Break e 11:30-12:00: Group « 11:30-12:00: Group
* 10:30-11:30: Class 2 discussions with discussions with
* 11:30-12:00: Group conversation partners conversation partners
discussions with
conversation partners
Thursday, August 5 Friday, August 6
e 0.00-10:10: Class 1 e 0:00-10:10: Class 1
e 10:10-10:20: Break e 10:10-10:20: Break
e 10:20-11:30: Class 2 e 10:20-11:30: Class 2 (Final Presentations)
e 11:30-12:00: Group discussions with conversation e 11:30-12:00: Group discussions with conversation
partners partners and Farewell Messages

S T SRR ey N D


http://www.umt.edu/global-engagement/english-language-institute/academics/academic-programs/humphrey-fellows/info_for_fellows.php
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What [ Learned in the Summer

BomETR 1 Al

I

AT, B LTS UL b R DEDO T LR T 52 L THGORFEN @D, 7 a— L iefiim%
BWWEEWZOFREIIBMLUE L,

FMIZDOFBEEZBELTEHL DI LEZFOE L7-, Reading & Writing OFFECIIFEETE N~
RILFRERL e E g Lic, BADOEREZFFETE S OITEE L2 o7 TR, SEEERHGE T T
LbEHSDERZRB L TRETHZLENREEL WS Z L 2% OE LT, Speaking & Listening D%3
TIET VB OEFZ2FO0FE Lz, RIESPTV ATy — o THIC AIZELATEDL XD L 9ITTLR
THZENKEG D EBWE LT, £72, EBEICE VX T O ERBETARMAH Y £ LT-, AHDZ
ERHAR, SERIZOWTHRINLIZD, TAV D Z LIZHOWTHWEZY LT, BHARET XU I ObDiE
WZOWTERZENTEE LT, BHWAARG LR L TAHGOWHRNILEN ST L HITE U E LT,
[ARIAT S22 ERHDH L) EEFEDLNY, BRICHKRZFSTHEHAXATNDHEN) ZEEHoTY
FTHL BLLARVELE, AAb b2 T AV IDZ LITHONWTHIY 720 & BWE LTz, FBIHETITE
AWNEZEmZH EICEBICADTZL T LB U Z2IT0WE LTz, FAISETARITHREZTHZEIETHED
BETEHY FHEATLE, LML, ZOFEEZBLCHERS X, BoHFEZHRES®EL LN TEE
Liz, ZORBE D OEKRAEFICEN L TS LIZRE L TWERZWTT,

I took part in this program because I wanted to improve my English skill and acquire a global
perspective.

I learned many things through this program. In the Reading & Writing lesson, I read various
articles and opinions. Although it’s difficult for me to write my opinion in English, I learned it’s
important to try to express and tell my opinion even if it’s not perfect English. In the Speaking &
Listening lesson, I learned how to make a presentation. I understood using facial expressions and
gestures to make it enjoyable for listeners is necessary. Also, I had time to talk with people in Montana.
I learned the differences between American and Japanese cultures. I felt my world expanded by talking
with various people. I was glad to hear that some of them have been to Japan and that others are
interested in Japan. I’ve gotten more curious about America. [ gave a presentation after the program.
To tell the truth, I was not good at speaking in front of many people, but through this program, I gained
confidence and was able to grow.

I want to make use of this experience in the rest of my school life and grow further.
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ZFLTC, ERELHIRICESTWAZ LT, FL P T —a v 2GR LERETT, BlRAFE S
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ST, 7L BT —va Ud, FROBERTHITWV, 2T D & BB R 728072 & v E
T ZOBTHERIEZ L5 NN OEKRAETFIZENL TNE 2N TT,

I have been interested in English-speaking countries’ cultures, personalities, and ways of thinking
since junior high school. I also wanted to experience them firsthand, so I participated in this project.

I had an image of the U.S. as a "gun society," a country that "speaks clearly," and that it was rather
dangerous. However, through the interaction with the local people at the end of each day's class, my
perception gradually changed. The local people listened to me with open ears, and I was able to
communicate my thoughts better than I had before. Thanks to the warm and friendly time I had with
the people of Montana, I was impressed by how different the real world is from the images I had
imagined.

What impressed me the most was the class's effective use of presentations. Unlike when using the
blackboard, I was able to look at keywords instead of sentences as I took the class, which made it easier
for me to understand the content. I think presentation is an indispensable skill for school presentations
and when you go out into the world. I would like to make use of what I learned in this opportunity in

my future high school life.
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Too FTo, AETHIIMENITIH Y T LN E 0 —EE< D £ Lz, B2M 2 57-0I0EED £,

AOBIFSRFETT LB T2 T, HRBETIAMERLDO LN ehoTocOT—/B@RIEL
F L7, BOTb TR L EZFGETIRADDIFE THLH L) > 72 TT, TN H DD TARYIZ
MBI N B F_XTRENST2TT,

D7yl NCREALEZ LI ENLEBOLEOHRTEHAT S HOENY T, RABE S TW=LL
RIZFOEHLZENTEE LT, FAREZ LIFTEREESS NN D OEIETIENE DS L) EHL T
VW ERWET, BEUXTRZECONVTHHEDNH 5 DO TR THIZNEBNET,

I have four things that I learned by joining this project. First, actively participating by myself. I
became able to express myself and ask questions after doing it many times. Second, improve my
comprehension of English. I couldn’t understand English well without taking lessons, so I studied
harder by myself. Even now, I try studying a lot of things by myself thanks to this experience. Third,
the world that I did not know before. Conversations with English native speakers were very useful to
learn about different cultures. Fourth, making a presentation in English. Even in Japanese, I have only
made it easier so [ was really nervous. Telling things that I researched in English was very difficult. It
was very good for me to have some power that I have to have in society.

All the things that I learn in this project are necessary. Before joining this project, I have
admiration for foreign countries but the thought became bigger. I was able to get good power so I will
make every effort with this power. I also became interested in the University of Montana so I will
check it out. I was very happy to join this project. I will do my best to achieve my dream.
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When I entered high school, I wanted to talk with foreign people. Even though I have been learning
English for a long time, I haven’t had many chances to communicate with foreigners in English. I
thought this program would change the situation, so I decided to take part in it.

Through this program, I felt the joy of English. Taking classes given by native English speakers
was a new experience for me. In addition, I was able to communicate with local students online and
felt like [ was living in Montana. I enjoyed imagining the local sceneries, including animals and nature,
during the conversations.

From this experience, I learned that what would improve my skills was to enjoy what I do. It can
be said not only of English but also of all things. If I can enjoy them, I can be positive. I think everyone
has the feeling of “fun” even if we have different languages and cultures and live in different places. |
would like to look for what I enjoy and what I can keep doing for a long time. I want to participate in

a program like this if [ have another opportunity.
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I have two reasons why | participated in the Montana Online Program. First, | was searching for
opportunities to interact with foreign people because I had planned to study abroad in Canada last year,
but because of COVID-19, I couldn’t go there. Second, my senior who joined this program before told
me that it was a good experience.

Joining classes and discussion sessions in only English with people in Montana were beneficial
for me. On the first day, | was surprised that my teachers spoke very fast. | could not understand them
at all. Also, I didn’t know how to start a conversation with people in Montana. | was keenly aware of
my lack of English ability, and | had a very negative feeling because | was apprehending doing the
same things for the remaining four days. However, | managed to speak with many people and listen to
them. 1 think it was good to try my best without hesitation because, later, my listening score for Eiken
became better than before joining this program.

In the future, | want to be a flight attendant who goes around the world. In order to do so, | will
keep studying English and making the most out of what | learned through this program.
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WD L EITHEMANR>TLELTWVE LT, BADOACHN TS EFESFFEEEEATLE, Ll
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| have grown and changed on many points while | was on this English study program. The first
thing is my pronunciation in English. Until now, | learned the right pronunciation in English lessons,
but as | talked with the other participants and local people, I noticed that due to their intonation, some
words in sentences sounded different than their pronunciation when said separately. The local people
changed their accents and the strength of their voice depending on their emotion and the content. |
could learn this, so | think that I can improve my pronunciation while speaking in general.

Second, | learned how to be more active in English conversations. | always wanted to become
expressive, but I always became self-conscious and reluctant to speak in front of others. At first, | felt
very nervous so I couldn’t do my self-introduction well. However, during this program, | could
understand how to share my opinion because | could talk with many other people.

Even though I joined this study program to improve my English, I could also improve my other
skills too. I think that communicating with many people abroad has greatly helped me grow.
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| attended this online course with the University of Montana in order to discover what | wanted
to do in the future and to try new things. Through this course, | was able to realize how being proactive
has a great impact on me. There are two main reasons why | was able to notice it.

First, it was an English-only class. At first, I was worried if I couldn’t understand it properly, but
after it started, | was able to understand the details. I realized the potential that | have to learn quickly.

Second, | had a small talk with many people. | talked about my family, hobbies, favorite cosmetic
brands, and so on. I think input is of course important, but first of all, | feel that exchanging with other
people changed me.

Thanks to this online course, | was able to get rid of my self-consciousness with English, and at
the same time, | was able to learn something that I could use in the future. I'm glad I had a unique and
valuable experience.
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There are many things | learned through this online learning program with the University of
Montana. For example, gaining listening skills, expressing myself clearly, learning how to present in
a way that is easy for listeners to understand, and realizing cultural differences.

I’m glad that I had a good time and that I could increase my motivation to learn English. Currently,
| often listen to radio programs in English and read the common tests for university admissions that
are published on the weekends in our local newspapers. In these tests, there are many problems in
English that I still cannot understand; however, that motivates me to learn English, so | can enjoy
learning.

While 1 was on the program, something | was intentional about was being able to express myself
using facial expressions. So | tried to imitate the professor's expressions and interact with other
participants on the screen in a way that they could easily understand.

At first, 1 was nervous to talk with college students in English, but by the time the program was
over, | felt more confident and at ease. By listening to the way the other Japanese participants spoke,
| realized that to improve my speaking skills, | needed to increase my vocabulary. | came up with a
new goal, which is to improve my English skills not just for high school exams, but I also want to gain
an international perspective for the future and broaden my horizons. For that purpose, | want to keep
talking with ALTs and my friends in other countries.
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I have been interested in foreign countries since I was in elementary school, and I would like to
go abroad, interact with various people, learn about culture, and have various experiences. For that
purpose, understanding English is required and communication abilities are also essential. However, |
didn't have a chance to participate in English activities. I found this program when I was thinking, "I
want to change myself."

In this program, it was originally meant to go to Montana and learn various things. The most
memorable thing for me is the communication time with the locals at the end of classes. I haven't had
many opportunities to talk to native people, so I was especially looking forward to it every day. [ was
able to have a lively conversation with someone like me who has a cat, and I was able to ask questions
about what the local school lunch was like and use it for my presentation.

Also, the people who spoke were very kind, and the desire to go to Montana to interact directly
and study abroad became stronger. Therefore, I became strongly motivated to use English as a tool to
interact with various people in the future. From now on, I would like to improve my listening skills,
increase opportunities to talk with English teachers and ALTs at school, and make efforts to make

English more familiar so that I can do what [ want to do in the future.
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I joined this Montana online program for the first time. I was very surprised that so many people
cooperated with me. The program lasted only one week, and this year, I participated online. We
couldn’t visit Montana, but I have learned so much.

In the program, I learned the most important thing about presenting in English and the secret to
understanding long sentences. For example, to simplify my presentation data, using gestures can easily
show what I want to tell the audience. In the final class of Montana’s program, my English teacher
praised me. It was because I had a good smile, nice gestures, and other things. I must continue to do
these things.

Some people participate from other countries, so I could see places which Japan does not have.

’m going to Canada next August. Canada’s schools have many chances to make better
presentations than in Japanese schools. I learned a lot of things from Montana’s online program. I will
always need those skills when I go abroad. I would like to use these techniques effectively in my life
in a foreign country. [ want to thank Montana’ University’s teachers, students, Ms. Sakaguchi and Ms.

Kajihara.
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I had hoped to study abroad, but due to the coronavirus, I was unable to go, so I participated in
this program. It was all new to me, and it was a very fun and valuable experience. At first, [ had trouble
having a smooth conversation because it was online. However, the teachers spoke slowly and
repeatedly so that I could understand what they were saying, which made me feel very comfortable in
the class.

At the end of the workshop, I had a chance to talk with people from Montana for about 30 minutes,
and I felt the kindness of people from Montana. [ was able to talk about a variety of things with people
who live in different environments and speak different languages. Hearing stories and experiences that
I had never thought about left a lasting impression on me.

Also, I was rewarded with second place in the presentation held at the Gracia Hall. We looked at
the differences in travel and transportation between the US and Japan. When we gave our presentation,
we included a quiz in our presentation. I was very happy that the audience listened to our presentation
seriously.

I want to make the most of this experience and enjoy the rest of my high school life.
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I was planning to study abroad, but I canceled because of COVID-19. But due to that, I came to
put more effort into studying English. I wanted to try another way of studying English so I decided to
join this program.

I found two things in this program. First, if | become proactive, I can learn more. I take online
speaking class every day. That class is taken in an one-on-one format so the student has many chances
to talk. But in a group lesson, a chance to talk to each other is fewer so only the person who speak can
learn. For example, pronunciation. I found that it is important to be proactive to learn more. Second,
not only the teachers, but also the students in Montana University were so kind. In a group lesson with
Montana University students, I couldn't speak English very well, but | enjoyed talking about the
country with each other. I found that we can communicate even if the languages and cultures are
different.

I will make the best use of what | learned from this program for my future life and dream. In
classes at school, I will be proactive to talk and learn more. And in the future, I want to be a nurse who
can take care of all patients regardless of nationality. I want to build relations while communicating

well with patients who have different values.
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I have a strong interest in foreign countries, and it’s essential to improve my English skills in
order to study or work abroad in the future. However, now I can’t go abroad because of COVID-19.
Fortunately, I heard about the Montana Online Program from my friend, and I decided to join.

I realized through this program that speaking English is a lot of fun. I enjoyed speaking English
for five days straight through this program. I especially liked the time talking freely with students from
Montana. Because of the different cultures, there were some difficulties of communication, but I was
happy because I could make myself understood when I tried desperately to convey my ideas.

In addition, in regards to the theme of this program, I could learn a lot about American culture. For
instance, I learned about the American education system and the fact that the United States is a low-
context culture. There are various differences when compared with Japanese culture, and some of the
differences should be incorporated into Japanese culture. For example, American people express their
opinion clearly, and even junior high school students can choose the subjects they take since the
independence of students is respected in school.

I learned a lot through this program. For me, knowing the differences between America and Japan
will allow me to understand American culture better. This understanding will be a great help when I

study or work aboard in the future.
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I participated because I thought that it would be helpful for my future to come into contact with
different cultures through this program.

On the first day of class, I couldn’t speak for myself because of the tense feeling of making a
mistake. I thought and reflected about it. I was conscious of actively participating in the class and
speaking from the second day on, so I could communicate a lot more, and it became a good class.

The class that left a strong impression on me was Professor Dimetra’s class, which was very
different in communication style from Japanese courses here. [ was very surprised by how significantly
different communication and conversations could be depending on the country.

Many people in my high school class are good at or like English, but most of them can’t speak
well. Through this program, I realized that it is important to have a desire to convey and actively
communicate even if the English is not perfect. I hope I will be able to speak English little by little,
applying what I learned on this occasion to English classes at my school.

I would like to further improve my English so that I can connect this valuable experience of the

past five days to the profession I will have in the future.
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My dream is to become a tax accountant who can play an active role in the world.

For this reason, I am thinking of going on to a university of commerce that offers courses in English.
I decided to participate in this program to learn about foreign cultures and improve my English skills.

In the class on the first day, I was so busy listening that I could not express my opinion.
However, with each lesson, I naturally began to comprehend English. I enjoyed talking with the local
people during group work.

The most memorable class was about cross-cultural communication. In this class, even if the
language is different, it will be transmitted if you try hard to convey it. I was taught to use gestures and
make eye contact. I want to make use of these skills when I go abroad.

I have never made any presentations in my school life, even during English classes. Until now,
I felt embarrassed to speak English in front of anyone. However, this program has given me the courage
to not be afraid of making mistake. From now on, I will be more confident in speaking English.

I'learned a lot in those five days. Even if [ become a college student, I want to become familiar
with English and go abroad someday. I want to learn more about different cultures, see different

countries, and have fun doing so.
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I learned two good things through this online overseas study.

First, I learned the importance of voluntarily working on these activities. I was encouraged to take
this course, so [ applied for it myself for the first time. Therefore, knowing a different way of thinking
from my own and learning about presentations in English in detail gave me a different experience than
other classes, and it was very helpful for me.

Second, [ was able to communicate with the people from Montana. Until now, [ haven’t had many
opportunities to talk with people from overseas, so I was very nervous at first. However, thanks to the
local people giving us the topics and talking with us in the activities, I was able to have fun
conversations. In addition, I think that it led to me having more motivation for English from now on
in classes. That’s because I was keenly aware of the fact that I didn’t have enough English to
understand what I was hearing and that [ wasn’t good at speaking. I want to learn more English from
now on so that I can communicate more with the local people.

Through this online course, I felt that my world had expanded. I want to expand my world by

actively participating in online study abroad opportunities and volunteering in the future.
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Through the Montana program, I mainly learned two things. First, I learned about cultural
diversity. In this program, I learned not only about Montana’s culture but also Japanese culture more
in detail. I felt the cultural diversity in the world. Also, I think that it is important for us to know about
some cultures in the world to respect them more. Therefore, [ want to have knowledge about foreign
cultures. Second, I learned about my English skill. I felt that my English is so clumsy. In the lesson, I
thought that I need to gain more English knowledge. Also, in the conversation with people from
Montana, I felt that my communication skill was lacking. However, I think this experience will support
my English in related activities and my future. From now on, I want to study basic English and talk to
my ALT alot to improve my English. In conclusion, it was very good for me to take the lesson. Through

this experience, | want to get more knowledge about foreign cultures and improve my English.
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I took an online class with the University of Montana for the first time. I was very nervous and
I was worried about if I could understand English completely before the class, but I was able to take it
with peace of mind. The teachers were so kind and they talked slowly so I was able to understand.
Thanks to the teachers’ kindness, I could enjoy the classes. I could learn basic pronunciation of phrases
and how to read words in English. [’m so glad to have an opportunity to join this program and talk
to students at the University of Montana. I have wanted to make friends with foreign people since I
was small, so I thought it was a great opportunity for me. Also, I became to be not afraid if [ made a
mistake during a conversation in English. Now, I feel like I can try anything, so I will try more new

things from now on.
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I learned not only English, but also how to make a presentation and effective ways of
communication through this study program with University of Montana. I didn’t learn them at school,
but I think they will be needed in society in the future. I was able to make a good presentation with my
partner thanks to the lecture about what points audiences pay attention to. While I was making it, [ was
worried about if I could make it successful because we made it without seeing each other face-to-face.
However, since 1 used the communication skill that I had learned in the lecture, it became a good
presentation.

Also, I enjoyed my English classes. I enjoyed guessing the real meaning from the lyrics the most.
I learned not only English grammar, but also English expressions and perspectives from it. After |
learned them, I became able to use those expressions in the writing part of the program. In addition, I
had to speak actively a lot and show my opinion, unlike the classes in Japan. Thanks to that style of
classes, I was able to get many kinds of knowledge through communicating with other students and

teachers.
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First of all, thank you very much for accepting me in participating in the Montana online English
course. Since junior high school, I have wanted to study English abroad. Because of Covid-19, this
opportunity was the best for me to make my dream come true.

I learned a lot of important knowledge and skills which are difficult for me to acquire in ordinary
school life. For example, I learned presentation skills. I think the necessary techniques for our
presentation are sentence structures and expressions. As for the format, I learned that I can attract the
audience by making the sentence simple and easy to understand. Also, I can make my presentation
impressive by using questions and good examples. Those are key techniques of presentation. As for
the latter presentation technique, by using gestures and background knowledge of different cultures, |
can convey what I want to say to the audience fully. Those things make my presentation persuasive
and impressive.

Lastly, through all the cause, I could change myself. | was very happy that | could challenge and
overcome my shyness. This experience will last forever in my life. Thank you for all people who have
supported me. | will never forget this opportunity.
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It was a very fulfilling four days to learn new things one after another. Among them, the most
impressive thing was interacting with people from Montana. Last year, it was difficult for me to
actively start a conversation. Therefore, I have studied hard since last year in order to improve my
English skills, particularly my listening and speaking skills. Maybe that's why I was able to have
smoother conversations than last year. By taking advantage of last year's experiences and the
knowledge of cross-cultural communication I learned in the Speaking and Listening classes, [ was able
to enjoy the conversation while keeping in mind to communicate without fear of mistakes.

Also, it was my first time to make a presentation in English, so I studied the topic carefully and
practiced it many times. I was so nervous that I couldn't do what I wanted, but I'm grateful that I was
able to have a valuable experience. I was able to understand my reflection points from the evaluation
of the judges, so I thought I would make use of them in the future. Furthermore, I learned a lot from
other people's presentations, not only about the content itself, but also how to make a good presentation.

Through this program, I feel that the range of English that I can use myself has expanded, and my
interest and motivation in English have increased. With this experience, I will study English harder

and make further efforts to realize my future dream.
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I have wanted to study abroad for a long time. The first reason is that my father is an Australian
of British descent, so  have been exposed to English since I was a child and wanted to learn more. The
second reason is that [ am shy and have not shared my opinions with others since I was a child, and I
wanted to do so. There are many people around me who can express their opinions clearly and distinctly.
I admire those people and wanted to experience studying abroad. Unfortunately, due to the impact of
COVID-19, I was unable to go to the United States.

There are two things I learned from this experience. The first is to have a strong will to express
your opinion. On the first day, I was too embarrassed to speak up and express my opinions. However,
one American woman asked me, "What do you want to say? I was touched by the warmth of her heart
and was able to open up and share many opinions with her. Here, I was able to recognize that the
warmth of the human heart is common all over the world, and at the same time, I realized that I must
share this warm heart with the people around me. Through this experience, I have decided to treat

people with a warm heart when I study abroad and in my daily life.
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I've been interested in English for a long time. I decided to join this program because I want to
major in English at college, so I thought it could be a good experience for me.

I think this program was a good experience for me. What impressed me most through this program

was that I could talk with students and teachers of University of Montana. At first, [ was very nervous,
and I couldn’t talk to them in English. But they kept trying to understand my poor English and listened
to me closely, so I felt it become easier to talk. When I asked a question to them, they answered using
simple words. So, I was very happy. In addition, they taught me about Montana through our
conversations, so I was able to learn about Montana.
I learned about differences between American and Japanese culture and presentation skills through the
online classes. | had never given a presentation before, so | listened to the presentation class seriously
and learned how to attract and interest the audience when | give a presentation. | may have more
opportunities to give a presentation in the future, so I’d like to apply what I have learned this time to
my next presentation.
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