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Pride and treasure

Shown in this photo is the lidamaru five-story turret at Kumamoto

Castle, most of the stone walls of which collapsed in the 2016
Kumamoto earthquakes.

The gallant figure that drew worldwide attention as a “single stoned
wall” supported only by square stones, demonstrates how outstanding

the stone wall construction skills were 400 years ago.

Restoration of the turret shook the hearts of people living in the region

as a symbol of recovery from the aftermath of the quakes.

Restoration work would not have been possible without the traditional
craftsmanship of wooden architecture techniques, artistic handicraft,

and tool making and materials that support these skills.
This booklet introduces the historical and cultural heritages of

Kumamoto that live up to the present. Every detail contained in this
booklet is Kumamoto’s pride and treasure filled with the lives and

customs of people who have lived on this land; skills created by

accumulating wisdom based on tradition; the abundant sophisticated
handiwork of craftsmen; and thoughts of heirs to this magnificent

heritage which took shape over a long period of time.

It would be our honor to have you stop by and enjoy these sites on your

visit to Kumamoto.
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Culture

Richly blessed with abundant waters and nature,
this land has welcomed humans since the dawn of
time. Before long, kagura (sacred dance and music
dedicated to the gods in prayer for sound health
and a good harvest) and many other forms of
traditional culture began to take root throughout
the prefecture. Another distinctive feature of
Kumamoto is that it is home to numerous cultural
elements favored by samurai.

Forms of culture relished by Kato Kiyomasa who
built the Kumamoto Castle some 400 years ago
and the Hosokawa family who later became
Kumamoto’s feudal lords, as well as other samurai
families at the time and later handed down to the
next generations, are typified by Higo Rokka, Higo
Koryu Tea Ceremony, Yabusame and Nogaku.
Soundly reflected in these cultural activities are an
aesthetic consciousness and spirit found only
within the Japanese people.

Kumamoto will promise you very special and
unforgettable experiences and discoveries.
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Feudal lords beloved by all generations

Kato Kiyomasa

Among many huge successes achieved by
Kato Kiyomasa (1562 - 1611) were the
construction of Kumamoto Castle, flood
prevention work and reclamation by
drainage to develop agriculture in
Kumamoto, and the advancement of
commerce through trading.

Acclaimed for laying the foundation of
what Kumamoto is today, Kiyomasa will
always be beloved by the local people. o g i IE SRR iR
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Hosokawa Tadatoshi

Hosokawa Tadatoshi (1586 - 1641)
governed Kumamoto after the Kato
family. He was an influence to the local
culture in such ways as popularizing the
Higo Koryu Tea Ceremony. Also talented
in martial arts, Tadatoshi is recognized
to have given Japan’s most well known
swordsman “Miyamoto Musashi” the
opportunity to spend the last years of his
life in Kumamoto. AU A AZRATEA A SO AL
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ngO Rokka 6 types of flowers

Higo Rokka is a collective term given to six types of flowers: Higo
camellia, Higo peony, Higo iris, Higo morning glory, Higo
chrysanthemum and Higo camellia sazanqua.

Cultivation of these flowers is said to have started as a part of
refinement and spiritual training of samurai. The traits these flowers
must have in common are, to be single-flowered, to have a beautiful
center and to possess pure colors, all of which literally makes them
symbolic of the pride of samurai itself.

Each of the Higo Rokka flowers is protected by a preservation society;
and its seeds and seedlings are prohibited from being taken out of the
region and are passed on from one generation to the next.
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Suizenji Jojuen
Garden

Suizenji Jojuen is a garden constructed by
Tsunatoshi, the third lord of Kumamoto, and
chosen by Hosokawa Tadatoshi as a site for his
resting place called the tea house. With Aso
underground water gushing out in abundance
at the garden pond, visitors are sure to savor
the magnificent landscape of this Japanese
garden stretching out before their eyes.
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Higo Koryu Tea Ceremony

The Higo Koryu tea ceremony is a way of tea performed in the manner of
the great Japanese tea master “Sen no Rikyu.”

It flourished in Kumamoto through the efforts of Rikyu’s immediate
proteges, the second generation lord Tadaoki and third generation lord
Tadatoshi of the Hosokawa clan, and has since been carefully protected
and carried on by the tea masters here.

Y

!
§
3
4

o 9 3 S B ?,

Honmyoji Temple

Honmyoji is a temple built in Osaka by Kato Kiyomasa in 1585
in honor of his father Kiyotada. The temple was relocated to a spot
in Kumamoto Castle after Kiyomasa entered Higo, then once

again relocated to the present location after his death. Kato
Kiyomasa is enshrined at Jochibyo in the main shrine.
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Kumamoto Prefectural
Museum of Art
This is a general museum covering arts from ancient times to modern days.

Inaddition to the permanent exhibition of traditional artifacts relating to
the Hosokawa family, the museum has an indoor decorated tumulus, by
perceiving such primitive art as the starting point of Japanese modern art.
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Shishimai (Lion Dance)

Shishimai is popularly performed throughout Japan, featuring a lion

dancing to the sounds of flutes and drums.

Shishimai of Shinmachi located in Chuo-ku, Kumamoto City which is
said to have a history of 400 years, is one of the highlights of the
annual grand festival of Fujisaki Hachimangu. Legend has it that
getting one’s head bitten by a Shishimai lion drives out the evil spirit,

50 you might find yourself chuckling when you come across the
adorable sight of a small child crying, scared by this ritual.
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Nogaku

Nogaku is one of Japan’s representative
performing arts designated as a National
Important Intangible Cultural Property and
registered as a UNESCO Intangible Cultural
Heritage in 2008. Being just as popular in
Kumamoto since the olden days, many Nogaku
actors still come from this land today.
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Yabusame

Yabusame refers to the traditional skills and ritual of shooting arrows while

riding on the back of a galloping horse.

Spectators will cheer at the valiance of the archer and the breathtaking sight of
the horse racing down the track in full gallop. Be sure to catch this amazing
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Shinto ritual at the grand festival of Izumi Shrine held in spring and fall.

Kagura

Kagura is a form of music and dance
dedicated to the Shinto gods, a culture
that has been passed down in Japan from
the ancient times.

There are some 200 different kagura
performances existing in various regions
throughout Kumamoto.
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